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avowed by his own Union, resigned the Secretaryship. The
Eight Hours Bill was approved by 193 votes to 155. Sixty
resolutions were passed by the Congress, and of these forty-five
were sponsored by the Socialists, being, according to Burns,
*' nothing more nor less than direct appeals to the State and
municipalities of this country to do for the workman what
trade unionism, *old' and cnew,' has proved itself incapable
of doing.*3 The resolutions were indeed pure State Socialism,
and in essence were a long distance away from the revolution-
ism of the S.D.F., a fact which Burns and Mann implicitly
recognized by resigning from the latter body.
For the victory of the unskilled workers did not lead to an
increase in revolutionary feeling. The time (if there had ever
been one) to dream of a revolutionary coup on the Continental
model and a Commune of London, had passed with the revival
of trade in 1888. The extinction of revolutionary hopes pa>sed
unnoticed in the rejoicings over the dockers' victory. But in
the years after 1889 it became rapidly clearer that the energies
of the Socialists were being directed to constitutional State
Socialism, and that the means they had chosen were the slow
ones of municipal and parliamentary electioneering. Three
parliamentary seats were secured in 1892, but though these
were greeted with wide rejoicing it was obvious to anyone who
did some calculation of how long it would take those three to
become a majority that the revolution had receded to a great
distance. As in the first years of the 'eighties the policy of the
extreme Left had been dominated by Hyndman and Cham-
pion, and in the late 'eighties by Burns and Mann, in the
'nineties it was dominated by Keir Hardie.
Hardie had only slowly emancipated himself from Liberalism.
He published in Scotland in 1887 and 1888 The Miner, a small
but passionate sheet in defence of his fellow-workers, in which
he undertook his own education as well as theirs. The second
volume is more consistently Socialist than the first, but even
while he was writing it he was standing as a candidate for
Mid Lanark, with a wholly Liberal programme, and hoping for
Liberal adoption. In August of the same year, however, he
became convinced that the Liberal Party would do nothing for
the workers, and on the 25th took part in forming the Scottish